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BOLOGNA magistrates are 
convinced they have at last solved 
the mystery behind the bombing of 
the city’s railway station five years 
ago. 

They have now formally charged a long 
list of individuals with plotting the 
explosion in August 1980 which killed 85 
innocent people and wounded many more. 

Amongst those indicted are former top 
intelligence officers, men linked to the P2 
masonic lodge — and terrorist accomplices 
of the Italian fugitives who have found safe 
haven in London. 

The four investigating magistrates have 
spent over five years probing the complex 
conspiracy which they say was behind the 
attack. Their indictment reveals a three- 
tier structure to a well established 
subversive conspiracy which launched the 
Bologna outrage as part of a protracted 
campaign to destabilise and undermine 
Italy’s democratic republic. 


Conspiracy 


Leading the plot, they say, were P2 Lodge 
Grand Master Licio Gelli, his sidekick 
Francesco Pazienza, and senior intelligence 
officers Colonel Musimeci of SISMI 
(military intelligence), General Palumbo, of 
the Carabinieri’s Pastrango Division, and 
Colonel Belmonte, also of SISMI. Palumbo 
died in 1984 and so has not been charged. 

It was at this level that decisions about 
terrorist actions were taken. Such decisions 
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were then communicated down to young 
neo-fascist footsoldiers through a second 
level of leading political figures on the 
extreme right. These included Paulo 
Signorelli, and Aldo Semerari, the 
founders and ideological leaders of the 
Third Position Group; Massimiliano 
Fachini, a leading MSI figure in Padua; 
and Fabio de Felice, a former MSI deputy 
who was detained on __ suspicion 
immediately after the Bologna attack but 
later released. 

Also named is fugitive terrorist Stefano 
delle Chiaie, who later turned up serving 
the last military regime in Bolivia under 
the ‘Butcher of Lyons’ Klaus Barbie. 


‘Black Galaxy’ 


Semerari was killed in April 1982, in what 
was believed to be a falling out with the 
Camorra, the Naples based mafia. His 
decapitated body was discovered in the 
boot of an abandoned car. 

Carrying out the attacks was what the 
judges have called a ‘black galaxy’ of young 
neo-fascist militants, organised into cells of 
the terror organisation Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR). This, a 
Rome court recently concluded, was no 
less than the armed wing of the Third 


Position, founded by Semerari and 
Signorelli. 
According to the magistrates, the 


Bologna operation was undertaken by the 
NAR cell known as the Cavallini gang. 
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It was organised by former television 
child star ‘Guisva’ Fioravanti and Francesco 
Mambro, who were disguised as Alpine 
tourists. The explosives (T4 — difficult to 
obtain in Italy) were delivered by 
Massimiliano Fachini. Another fascist, 
Sergio Picciafuoco, was also at the station 
and was wounded in the blast. In hospital 
he gave his name as Enrico Vailati. 

Arrested six months afterwards, he was 
found with a false passport in which his 
address was given as that of Francesco 
Mangiameli, an Ordine Nuovo (New 
Order) member from Palermo. He had 
sheltered Mambro and Fioravanti only a 
couple of weeks before the Bologna attack. 

A month later, Mangiameli was found 
shot dead, his body floating in a lake just 
outside Rome. Mambro and Fioravanti 
have now been charged with his murder. 

Also charged with organising the attack 
are Gilberto Cavallini (who, with Mambro, 
murdered investigating judge Mario 
Amato in June 1980, when they suspected 
his enquiries were getting uncomfortably 
close to uncovering the terrorist network), 
Fabio de Felice, Egidio Giuliani and 
Roberto Rao. 


London link 


The NAR cell which is thus accused of 
carrying out the bombing was closely linked 
to the group of NAR fugitives currently 
hiding in London. 

Five of these have now been convicted, 
in absentia, of NAR terrorism, in a trial 
which included many of the very 
individuals now charged with Bologna. 
One member of the Cavallini gang, 
Luciano Petrone, linked up with the 
London cell led by Roberto Fiore when he 


Row rumbles on 


over London cell 


CONTROVERSY has surrounded the 
presence in Britain of wanted Italian 
terrorists since their presence here was 
first uncovered in 1981. 

After revelations by Searchlight and World 
In Action that Roberto Fiore and his NAR cell 
had taken refuge in London, seven of them 
were arrested and put on trial for extradition 
in 1982. They were released after the Italian 
authorities presented an ill-prepared case. 

Ever since, they have been living freely in 
London, and lending support and 
to the new Strasserite leaders of the 


Front. With a young Front faction espousing 
openly the politics of the Third Position, the 


Italians helped engineer the coup that 
expelled Martin Webster and the remains of 
the NF old guard two years ago. 

Pressure upon the authorities to expel them 
increased last year after five of the London 
fugitives were convicted in absentia by a 
Rome court of NAR terrorist offences. 

Fiore, Massimo  Morsello, his wife 
Marinella Rita, Amadeo de Francisci and 
Stefano Tiraboschi were all found guilty of 
armed conspiracy and given lengthy gaol 
sentences. 

Two Home Secretaries, Leon Brittan and 
Douglas Hurd, have both cited difficulties 
with EEC freedom of movement regulations 
in resisting efforts to have them deported 
back to Italy. 





Footloose in London: NAR terrorist Roberto Fiore. 


fled to England in 1983. He was accused of 
murdering two policemen and_ being 
involved in the massive robbery at the 
Bank of Andalucia in Marbella, at the end 
of 1982. 

Fiore and other members of the London 
cell are known to have been Third Position 
members and, even before that, Fiore 
himself was a close associate of Mario Tuti, 
one of the most notorious of Italy’s ‘black 
terrorists’, in whose ‘honour’ NAR later 
claimed to have carried out the Bologna 
attack. 


Killer 


Another Cavallini gang member was the 
killer Alessandro Alibrandi, who fled to 
Britain in 1980 along with Fiore and his 
cell. With members of Fiore’s group he 
attended London meetings of the neo-nazi 
League of St George in early 1981. 

Alibrandi was gunned down by police 
when he returned secretly to Rome after 
his presence in Britain had been exposed 
by Searchlight and Granada TV’s World In 
Action. With Fiore and other NAR 
members, Alibrandi spent part of 1981 in 
the Lebanon where he was trained in 
paramilitary camps run by the right-wing 
Phalangist militias. When he was killed, 
police found evidence that he had been 
travelling freely between London and 
Beirut. 

The London cell also sheltered fugitive 
Serena Depisa who currently faces 
extradition from the UK. She too was a 
defendant, along with Cavallini gang 
members, in the 1985 NAR trial in Rome. 


‘Penitent’ 


Much of the evidence for the Bologna 
charges comes from the testimony of a 
growing number of ‘penitent’ fascist 
terrorists, many of whom are former 
members of the NAR cells. The judges 
have acknowledged the help they have 
received from Sergio Calore, Paulo 
Aleandri, Walter Sordi, Mauro Ansaldi, 
Paulo Stroppiana, Aldo Tisei, Angelo 
Pizzo, Valerio Viccei, Vincenzo 
Vinciguerra, Marco Affatigato, Amos 
Spiazzi, Guido Naldi, Cristiano Fioravanti 
(‘Guisva’s’ brother) and Nara Lazzarini 
(Licio Gelli’s secretary). 

The fact that the evidence comes not from 
an individual ‘supergrass’ but from a 
battery of former conspirators from all 
three levels, only serves to underline the 
confidence of the Bologna magistrates that 
they have at last cracked the case. 
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NF anti-press 
campaign 
flops 


THE National Front’s campaign 
of harassment against the 
media, exploiting the machinery 
of the Press Council, has 
foundered with complaint after 
complaint being thrown out. 

Inspired in these efforts by self styled 
legal eagle Pat Harrington, the Front 
has attempted to scare off unfavourable 
reporting of its activities by lodging 
Press Council complaints against all and 
sundry as soon -as the Front was 
mentioned in an unfavourable light. 
Searchlight is the subject of several such 
complaints, although two, from 
Harrington and from Michael Walker 
(landlord of wanted terrorist Roberto 
Fiore) have already been rejected. 

In another case, against the News of 
the World, the verdict declared that 
“the National Front, by its conduct, 
actively encourages violence”. 

Now the Press Council has turned 
down Front complaints about Daily Star 
and Sunday Mirror reports of NF 
participation in football violence. Both 
followed the Heysel Stadium riot at the 
European Cup Final, and, while 
highlighting allegations of Front 
involvement, did include denials from 
party leaders. 

In a separate case, the Council also 
decided that the Sunday People was 
justified in using subterfuge to infiltrate 
the neo-nazi November 9th Society, run 
from Milton Keynes by Terry Flynn. 
People reporters were investigating the 
group’s secret paramilitary activities at 
a manor house retreat in Shropshire, 
following earlier revelations in 
Searchlight. 

Flynn complained that the methods 
used by the reporters were a departure 
from the highest standards of 
journalism. The Press Council 
concluded that the use of subterfuge 
was justified “in the public interest”. 








Nazis freed after weak prosecutions 





Two recent prosecutions of NF 
members under the Race Relations 
Act have resulted in the conviction 
of only one out of six men charged 
and have once again exposed the 
inadequacies of the legislation. 


On 4 December, in Newcastle, Gordon 
Stridiron, Stephen Wilkinson and Philip 
Nanson were acquitted on a total of 14 
charges of incitement to racial hatred, and 
Ronald Horton, who had pleaded guilty, 
was allowed to change his plea and was 
formally acquitted. Three of the men had 
sold Bulldog, National Front News and 
Nationalism Today outside the gates of the 
Newcastle United Football Club. The 
fourth had put up racist stickers. 

A week later, on 12 December, Joe 
Pearce, Head of ‘Education and Training’ 
for the NF, was convicted at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court and sentenced to 12 months’ 
imprisonment for conspiracy to incite 
racial hatred, while his colleague Ian 
Anderson, NF Activities Organiser, was 
acquitted. Pearce was convicted for his 
editorship of Bulldog, on which the charge 
was based, while Anderson’s acquittal was 
due to his denying all involvement in the 
publication of the magazine. 

The Newcastle verdict is shocking in the 
light of the evidence the jury heard. Police 
officers told them how, inside the football 
ground, fans waved bananas, did monkey 
impersonations and shouted racist abuse 
whenever a black player had the ball. They 
saw issues of Bulldog full of racist rantings 
against blacks and Jews, and the hit-lists 
which gave private addresses and phone 
numbers of anti-racist activists and others 
— including the London Young 
Conservatives’ Chairperson, Martine 
Kushner, described in Bulldog as a “dirty 
little Jewess”. Her husband, Councillor 
Stephen Moon, was angry about the 
evidence the jury did not hear, and blamed 
the verdicts on sloppy prosecution. He said 
his wife had not been informed about the 
case or asked to give evidence, and that the 
jury was never told about the months of 
racist harassment and abuse suffered by 
the couple since Bulldog published their 
telephone number. He added that had the 
jury been given all the facts, they would 
have convicted. 

Joe Pearce’s conviction came as no real 
surprise, particularly as he chose to defend 
himself. However, Judge Coombes, 
presiding, gave both Pearce and Anderson 
plenty of time to expound their racial and 
political principles and theories and at 
times the trial sounded like an NF party 
political broadcast. In his summing-up the 
judge virtually directed the acquittal of 
Anderson, telling the jury that there was 
very little evidence against him, despite the 
fact that hundreds of copies of Bulldog 
were found at his flat, and a mock-up issue 
in his car! The judge also told the jury to 
write to their MPs if they disagreed with 
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the race relations legislation. The jury 
deserve congratulation for their verdict 
against Pearce in the face of such judicial 
ambivalence about the law. 

The trials illustrate the difficulties of 
securing a conviction even with the most 
racist material. Under the present law the 
jury have to find the material threatening, 
abusive or insulting, and likely to stir up 
hatred against a racial group. Judges and 
politicians have always disliked the Act as 
an unjustified encroachment on_ free 
speech (in 1978 Judge McKinnon caused a 
furore when he told a jury his view that the 
remark “one down, one million to go”, 
made on the death of an Asian by then 
National Party leader John Kingsley Read, 
did not incite racial hatred, and on the 
jury’s inevitable acquittal of Read, wished 
him well). In 1980 the Home Affairs 
Committee went on record against the 
CRE’s proposals to tighten up the law, 
saying: 


“an increase in the rate of successful 
prosecutions might create the impression 
among the public that the sensibilities of 
ethnic minorities were being protected in a 
manner not extended to other groups in 
society...” 


The following year Sir Michael Havers, 
Attorney-General, assured anti-racists that 
it was a “constant worry” to him and his 
department that they were not obtaining 
the “convictions that we need to stamp on 
trouble of this kind”. But it was precisely 
the Attorney-General’s refusal to 
prosecute in so many cases that has 
angered anti-racists. His department has 
even said, in relation to some particularly 
revolting specimens of racist material, that 
because they were so extreme they would 
be likely to provoke sympathy for the 
groups they were directed against, rather 
than hatred. But when the Attorney- 
General has consented to prosecute, the 
conviction rate has been good. In the five 
years to 1982, for example, it stood at 70 






Acquitted NF leader lan Anderson (between policemen) on the march. 


per cent. 

The government has now proposed some 
amendments to the incitement laws, as part 
of the ferocious Public Order Bill, 
published in December. The changes are 
seen as a sop to the liberals in exchange for 
the tough new laws on marches and 
demonstrations. But they should make it 
marginally easier to investigate and 
prosecute race hate charges. It will be an 
offence, not only to publish or distribute 
written material, but also to possess it with 
a view to publication or distribution. It will 
no longer be a defence that the material 
was intended for circulation to a members’ 
club or party. Material, or words or 
gestures in a public place or meeting, will 
be criminal if either is likely to stir up racial 
hatred or if it was intended to do so. Police 
will be able to get search warrants to look 
for material intended for publication, and 
the material will be forfeited on conviction. 

The amendments, although welcome, 
don’t deal with many weaknesses in the 
law: the need for racist material to be 
crude (i.e. threatening, abusive or 
insulting) is still there; the law doesn’t 
apply to broadcasts except cable; the 
Attorney-General still has to give his 
consent to a prosecution; above all the 
attitude of police and judiciary to its 
enforcement has not changed. But anti- 
racist laws in a racist society are bound to 
produce confusion and absurdity, like the 
shifting line between kinds of racism that 
are acceptable and _ unacceptable. 
(December was also the month when Mrs 
de Souza was told by the judges that her 
employers at the AA were free to call her a 
wog if they wished to do so.) 

However weak, unreliable and erratic 
the law is, and however small a part of the 
anti-racist armoury, we have to be thankful 
for any law which locks Joe Pearce up for 
another few months, while pressing for a 
stronger law, and a stronger attitude 
towards it, which would keep a lot more 
fascists off the streets for a lot longer. 


BNP officers queue 


up to face courts 





British nazi boss John Tyndall is 
one of a number of active British 
National Party members charged 
under the Race Relations Act in the 
last few weeks. 


Tyndall, leader of the ailing BNP, 
appeared in court late last year and again 
in January alongside John Morse, editor of 
the party’s paper, British Nationalist. Both 
are charged with offences committed 
between March and August 1984. 

A former editor of the BNP’s youth 
paper, Young Nationalist, is also currently 
awaiting trial on explosives charges. 

Other BNP members, including their 
West Country organiser, Len Walker, 
appeared in court just before Christmas 
after being apprehended dishing out BNP 
hate leaflets at local schools. They were 
sent for trial at Bodmin Crown Court. 
Walker, aged 66, has already admitted that 
he compiled and organised the distribution 
of the offensive material. 

Bromley magistrates have sent BNP 
members Andrew Shotton of Bromley and 
Alfred Waite of Penge for trial at the 
Crown Court. They face charges under the 
Race Relations Act that between 1 
November 1984 and 10 January 1985 they 
produced and distributed a document 
called Counter Attack which was likely to 
stir up hatred against blacks and Jews. The 
publication was in fact the BNP Bromley 
branch magazine. 


With Tyndall preoccupied with his own 
political isolation on the far right and 
facing a possible prison sentence for his 
journalistic endeavours, his right hand 
man, Richard Edmonds, is left to look after 
the interests of Tony East (alias Lecomber 
and Wells) as he awaits trial on bomb 
charges. Edmonds has not been shy in 
appearing at the magistrates’ court to lend 
solidarity to the alleged bomber. 

Joining the steadily growing numbers of 
fascists appearing in the courts is 61- 
year-old Gerald Rowe of Huntingdon. 
Rowe was originally charged with causing a 
breach of the peace by distributing a leaflet 
entitled Kosher Queen. At the magistrates’ 
hearing the prosecution reduced the charge 
to one of behaviour likely to lead to a 
breach of the peace. The court remanded 





“The police file on me is only this thick . . .” 
Accused BNP leader John Tyndall. 


him until early this year after he had 
refused to be bound over. 

Rowe was a leading member of the 
original British National Party in the early 
*sixties and was known for his vitriolic 
anti-semitism. Later he became a leading 
activist for the National Front in 
Canterbury. His current court appearance 
is not his first. 





A Newcastle National Front official has 
been branded “evil and vicious” by a 
Newcastle councillor. Councillor Nigel 
Todd said that NF official Colin Todd is: 
“,.. an evil, vicious, paid, full time 
organiser of criminality on Tyneside”. 
Councillor Todd said that there is “a 
small gang, directed from London, 
particularly active in the West End, 
smashing windows, sticking _ stickers, 
directed at threatening, at intimidating 
people who are usually Jewish, Irish, or of 


ethnic origin. That particular group of 
gangsters is the National Front”. 

In October, Colin Todd was fined £50 
after he admitted assaulting a member of 
the Anti-Fascist Association, causing him 
actual bodily harm. 

The accusations came after Colin Todd 
and others were cleared by a jury of 
distributing material likely to stir up racial 
hatred. 

The Tyneside Anti-Fascist Association 
has promised to step up its activities to face 





Sick Beds NF rag referred to DPP 


Bedfordshire Patriot is the branch 
magazine of the National Front’s 
Bedfordshire branch. Issue number 
20 was the Remembrance Day issue. 

The front page adequately 
demonstrates the extent of the NF’s 
patriotism: by mis-spelling the country’s 
name as “britian’’. Inside is some of the 
most blatant racist and anti-Jewish 
material it has ever been our misfortune 
to read. 

It seems that Bedfordshire NF has 
responded to the prosecution of other 
NF activists and officers under the Race 
Relations Act by putting two fingers up 
to the courts and the public. 

Searchlight has sent a copy of this vile 
hate sheet to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions and hopes it is only a short 
time before its authors are placed out of 
harm’s way. The public cannot be 
expected to put up with this filth any 
longer. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Bedfordshire National Front would like to congratulate the P L F (Palestine 
Liberation Front) who succesfully proved that Jews cannot float in the Mediterranean 


Sea (Leon Klinghoffer), 


The Bedfordshire National Front will try to test this theory 


in lakes, streams,ponds, etc.. until the supply of Jews have run out. 


These Jokes were sent to the Bed's Patriot by a skinhead called Smmrf from London. 


Why is a Pizza better than a Jew? 


A pizza does'nt scream when you put in the oven. 


What is the difference between a hedgetog in the road and a pakki in the road? 
There is skid mark's leading up to the hedgehog. 


What's brown and red and makes you laugh? 
A bus load of pakki's going over a cliff. 


What do you get if you cross a nigger with a monkey? 
Nothing (a monkey is too clever to fuck a nigger) 





Bedfordshire Patriot: sick humour sent to DPP. 





POLICE DOUBLE STANDARDS 
ON BOMB MANUAL DANGERS 


The Times of 2 January 1986 
carried a long item about a Reading 
police investigation into an article 
in a local left-wing publication 
describing how to make a petrol 
bomb. The item appeared in 
Reading Direct Action’s 
publication, Red Rag, and had been 
copied from a New Statesman 
piece on CIA training manuals. 

According to local police, Special 
Branch and police solicitors were studying 
the offending item to see if charges could 
be brought. Meanwhile police “advised” 
local newsagents to clear the publication 
from their shelves. 

The incident brought back memories of 
an occasion some years ago when Fleet 
Street, MPs on both sides of the House and 
the police were in uproar over another 
publication: The Anarchist Cookbook. 
This booklet, which originated in the USA, 
also told the reader how to make home- 
made bombs and similar devices. The book 
was seized, threats of prosecution 
abounded and most copies disappeared 
forever. 

Searchlight, at the time, thought the 
whole affair rather hypocritical; when, 
some time previously, we asked a member 
of the House of Lords to raise the question 
of the sale of American army bomb and 





commando manuals at League of St 
George meetings, the Home Office 
spokesman in the Lords said that nothing 
could be done about it. Similarly, there 
was no follow-up when we revealed that 
the Hancock family’s Brighton-based 
Historical Review Press was importing and 
distributing American army bomb making 
manuals. 

Over the years, Searchlight and the rest 
of the media have produced much evidence 
of the extreme right market in such items, 
especially in shops like ‘Soldier of Fortune’, 
run by Timothy Danvers, a man of far right 
political persuasion, in Charing Cross, 
London. 

Today Danvers is one step ahead of the 
market and is openly selling material that 
can be used in very dangerous ways. He is 
also one of the leading exponents of a 
combination of far right survivalism and 
vigilantism. If the police or The Times were 
to pop into Danvers’ shop, they could buy 
a Column 88 badge or an army-style flare 
and, if he has not sold out of them to his 
nazi customers, a number of US army and 
police manuals containing explicit details 
on how to kill, burn and maim. 

Searchlight is putting the British nazi- 
backed survivalist movement on warning: 
shut up shop now or read all about your 
secret activities over the next few months in 
Searchlight and the rest of the media. 


LIVE BULLET THREAT 





A Brighton councillor, active in denouncing 
the National Front, has received a live 
bullet through the post. A number of other 
violent incidents have been reported in 
connection with a campaign to “Free 
Martin Wingfield” of the NF. 

Councillor Steve Bassam received the .38 
bullet after he had complained to police 
about a National Front leaflet. The leaflet 
was by the Martin Wingfield defence 
campaign. In the leaflet, the NF flaunt their 
defiance of the Race Relations Act. They 
reprint sections of leaflets which recently 
landed Wingfield in jail. He was fined 
£1,000 with £500 costs for distributing 
literature likely to stir up racial hatred. The 
offence occurred when Wingfield was a 
candidate in the 1983 Council elections. The 
would-be ‘martyr’ has been jailed for 90 
days for failing to pay the fine. 

Now, the NF is giving a two fingered 
salute to the law by reproducing the 
offensive passages in leaflets which have 
been distributed to MPs, journalists, and 
members of the public. 

As part of the NF campaign, premises in 
Folkestone have been daubed with paint, 
and windows of the Conservative Club in 
Hythe smashed by a brick wrapped in NF 
literature. The Conservative headquarters 
in Thornton Heath have been painted with 
‘Free Martin Wingfield”. 

In Newcastle, stones wrapped in “Free 
Martin Wingfield” posters were thrown 
through the windows of the Conservative 
headquarters. 





POLECAT OR POODLE? 


QUESTION: when is a polecat more 
like a poodle? 

ANSWER: when it’s asked to boot 
extremists out of the Tory Party. 

Any enthusiasm for purging the 
Conservative Party’s ranks of right-wing 
extremists after all the revelations a couple 
of years ago of widespread infiltration and 
collaboration, seems to have evaporated 
with the appointment of Norman Tebbit as 
the party’s new chairman. 

Once described (by former Labour 
leader Michael Foot) as “a semi-house 
trained polecat”, Tebbit is performing 
more like the extremists’ own pet poodle, 
as he brushes aside any suggestion, no 
matter how well substantiated, that 
extremism is still a matter for concern. 

An interesting case is that of Southend 
East constituency party chairman Frank 
Paveley, who, we revealed a couple of 
months ago, was formerly a member of the 
National Front and the Tory Party at the 
same time. This was in the early ’70s when 
NF supporters had infiltrated and almost 
grabbed control of the right-wing Monday 
Club, of which Paveley was also a member. 

Paveley now says that he was an ‘inactive 
member’ of the NF, who joined because of 
their policies on Rhodesia, but that he left 
when he discovered their other policies 
which “appalled” him. Local MP Teddy 
Taylor has defended Paveley, describing 
the allegations as “unkind and nasty. . . I 
regard him as a kindly, honourable and 
loyal person”, he declared. 

When Paveley was interviewed by The 
Guardian, however, after his Front link 
was revealed, he gave a strong impression 
that he had also supported the NF’s 
policies on immigration, and that the 
Front’s hardline racist views had been 
justified by events. 

All of this has been brought to Norman 
Tebbit’s attention by Southend SDP 
candidate Humphrey Berkeley, who has 

- previously been both a Conservative MP 
and a member of the Labour Party. He 
wrote to Tebbit asking him to confirm that 
Paveley had belonged simultaneously to 
the NF and the Conservative Party, and, if 
so, whether Tebbit considered Paveley to 
be “a fit and proper person” to be 
chairman of a constituency Conservative 
Association. 

Tebbit’s reply is blunt: there are former 
communists in the Labour Party, he says, 


Ex-NF member is 
“a kindly, 
honourable and 
loyal person” 


“a situation which you accepted with your 
usual tolerance of deviant views”. 

Noting that Paveley resigned from the 
Front some fourteen years ago, he states 
that “unless you have evidence that he has 
recently been a supporter of the National 
Front, I can see no point in continuing 
further with this correspondence”. 

Humphrey Berkeley’s reply points out 
that Tebbit does not answer whether 
Paveley joined the Tories while he was still 
a member of the NF, and asks for 
clarification. To date he has received no 
answer from Tebbit. 

Tebbit has also made it pretty clear that 
efforts to control the activities of 
extremists in the Federation of 
Conservative Students will not be pursued 
while he is chairman. It was Tebbit who, 
behind the scenes, brought pressure to 
bear to water down _ constitutional 
proposals in barrister Sir Donald Walters’s 
report on events at the now notorious FCS 
Loughborough conference held last April. 
Walters had wanted to introduce much 
stricter party control over FCS affairs, but 
after Tebbit’s intervention, FCS has been 
left to go on pretty much as before. This 
was despite the fact that FCS officers from 
branches representing over 60 per cent of 
the membership had signed a petition 
supporting the new controls. 

The FCS, for its part, has made no secret 
of its affinity with Tebbit. New Agenda, 
published for students by FCS London 
region, recently lionised him as “Britain’s 
Future” on its front cover. Inside, it 
launches a strong attack on Gummer, who 
had denounced FCS extremism after the 
Loughborough conference. Gummer is 


accused of ‘“anti-Scottish racism”, 
“sectarian motives” and making 
“tendentious announcements”. New 


Agenda clearly understands that under 
Tebbit’s chairmanship, extremists in the 
party now enjoy a relatively free hand. 
“With FCS now restored to full operational 
status and Norman Tebbit appointed as the 
new party chairman we must now put the 


‘Gummergate’ affair behind us and 
continue as a tough, vibrant 
organisation . . .”, it says. 


But in one recent affair, there was little 
choice but to deal sternly with right 
wingers. What else could they do when 
leading members of a university Tory 
Association were caught red-handed 
painting slogans like ‘Death to Jews’ and 
‘Jews Out’ on campus walls? Neil Mason, 
vice chairman of Nottingham University 
Conservative Association, and fellow 
member Miles Henshaw, had also painted 
NF slogans and swastikas on college 
buildings. Both have now been expelled 
from the association and suspended from 
classes pending a university disciplinary 
hearing. 
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Their Conservative Association has also 
recommended to Central Office that they 
should be expelled from the party. How 
Norman Tebbit will respond remains to be 
seen. 

Writing in The Guardian about the 
Paveley affair, Labour MP David Winnick 
draws attention to Tebbit’s earlier role as 
Trade and Industry Secretary, when it was 
revealed that prominent nazi activist Denis 
Pirie held a senior post in his department. 
Tebbit dismissed the anxieties of MPs and 
wondered what all the fuss was about. 

Mr Winnick also points to the “useful 
material” about right wingers in the Tory 
Party which has been published in 
Searchlight over the last couple of years. 
Norman Tebbit, we hear, is not nearly so 
appreciative of our efforts in this respect. 


FCS humour 
at LSE 


THIS IS ASIF. 


He oi in Ethiopia 
in total poverty. 
He gets hardly a 
food to oar a4 







Leaflet distributed by the FCS at the London 
School of Economics. 





Has the National Front broken its 
links with the Ulster Defence 
Association? That is the question 
on the lips of many observers of the 
far right as we enter a period of 
further confrontation between 
Whitehall and the Loyalist 
leadership in Northern Ireland. 

Searchlight knows that over the last few 
months Ulster MPs at Westminster have 
been trying to get “dirt” on the NF and its 
Ulster activities so that they could convince 
the UDA leadership that an on-going 
connection with the NF could harm all of 
them. “Thatcher will do anything to dirty 
us, if it comes to a show down” it has been 
said. 

Over the last two years, the NF’s 
growing links with UDA _ headquarters 
have been reflected in the amount of 
material being produced in Front circles in 
support of the UDA and loyalist prisoners. 





A shotgun was used in this racist attack on a North London Asian household. 


The season of goodwill did little to 
abate the current wave of racial 
and anti-semitic attacks. As ever, 
Newham in east London has been 
well up in the charts when it comes 
to racial troubles. 


Just before Christmas two Asians 
working on a car outside their home in 
Manor Park were abused by a gang of men 
in a car. The Asians managed to drive their 
assailants away. Later that day a car drew 
up outside the house and a shot was fired 
through the front room window. Police are 
investigating the incident. 

Newham police are also hunting for two 
__men who viciously assaulted a 51-year-old 

local Asian. Mr Raj Sharma was 
approached by the men, who smelt 
strongly of drink, in the local High Street. 
They demanded to know what Mr Sharma 


Gunmen strike in Newham 


Amongst leading Front activists who 
have visited the UDA are John Field, Steve 


Brady, who was himself an Ulster 
Volunteer Force officer in his youth, and 
Joe Pearce. And a steady supply of minders 
for the Front’s headquarters in London has 
arrived from Northern Ireland. 

At the end of 1985 it appeared that some 
of the pressure the Ulster MPs were 
bringing to bear on the UDA leadership 
may have started to pay off. The UDA 
plaque has disappeared from the wall of 
the London NF headquarters and fewer 
publications reflecting mutual support 
have appeared. Word is spreading through 
the NF of a letter, allegedly from UDA 
boss Andy Tyrie, suggesting that the 
association between the two organisations 
had got too close for comfort. 

However, over 20 NF members appear 
to have joined the ranks of the loyalist 
marchers on their January jaunt from 
Derry to Belfast. Worried Ulster MPs are 


was doing. When he asked why, the two 
men, aged about 22, said they were police 
officers. Asked for identification, they 
attacked him. He was treated in hospital 
for cuts to his face. 

Break-ins at youth centres and 
synagogues have taken place in Middlesex, 
Tower Hamlets, Ealing and Edgware and 
at the Machzikei Hadath Synagogue in 


Golders Green. In some __ instances 
swastikas were daubed inside the 
buildings. 


In Hertfordshire 15 cars parked outside 
a golf course were daubed with swastikas. 
At a disco car park in Redbridge a car was 
similarly daubed. 

Whilst the number of attacks in 
December was only slightly higher than in 
the same period in 1984, they still show a 
steady upward trend. 








ae 


Joe Pearce helps police with their enquiries. 


said to have played a game of spot the nazi. 
The march ended in a serious riot in which 
more than 20 police were injured, after 
masked uniformed men stoned them and 
fire-bombed police vehicles. The Ulster 
Unionist MP, James Molyneaux, and his 
supporters seem to be completely losing 
control of the situation. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ COLLEGE NEWS 


The far right have continued their propaganda 
campaign against college students. 

In Essex, a wall at Loughton College was 
plastered with NF graffiti. “It was ugly”, said a 
college spokesman. 

In Wales, right-wing Tory MP Harvey Proctor 
was banned from speaking at the Polytechnic of 
Wales. The meeting had been arranged by 
Michael Dark of the Conservative Association. 

In London, NF man Patrick Harrington failed 
in his bid to get a libel summons against an 
official of North London Polytechnic Students’ 
Union. (West Essex Gazette 29.11.85; Gair 
Rhydd 30.10.85; West London Advertiser 
22.11.85.) 


@ BARNET — ATTACKS INCREASE 


The London Borough of Barnet has seen a 
worrying increase in racist attacks over the last 
12 months. The Council has refused to increase 
its grant to the Community Relations Council, 
and has been accused of racism. 

Attacks documented by the CRC include three 
arson attacks, the stoning of a house by a gang of 
twenty youths, and daubing of swastikas on cars 
and buildings. Tory controlled Barnet Council 
has refused to increase the £1,500 grant it gives to 
the Community Relations Council. This is in 
spite of a loss of an £8,000 grant from the 
Commission for Racial Equality, due to 
administrative changes. 

The chairman of Barnet Community Relations 
Council, Parmodh Sharma, who is himself a 
member of the Conservative Party, has dubbed 
Barnet’s councillors as “complacent, ignorant 
and racist”. Barnet’s grant to the CRC is the 
second lowest in London. (Barnet Press 28.11.85; 
Hampstead & Highgate Express 6.12.85.) 


~ Teachers warn 


against 
racism 


THE National Union of Teachers 
has warned its members of the 
threat from the extreme right in 
schools. 

National Front activities, both outside 
and inside schools have been reported 
from all over the country (see 
Searchlight Nos 122, 123, 124, 125). 
Books and posters have been defaced 
with offensive slogans. School buildings 
have been booked for NF meetings 
under cover names. In Oldham, a fascist 
cell was set up among pupils in a 
secondary school. They produced a 
poster with “Join the Front and fight 
back for Britain” on it, with “Britain” 
mis-spelled. Among the areas reporting 
NF activity are Newham, Enfield, West 
Sussex, Devon, Cornwall, Manchester, 
and Liverpool. In the West Country, the 
British National Party has been handing 
out leaflets at the school gate. 

Nick Griffin, NF deputy chairman, 
has admitted a new campaign to recruit 
school children. He said: “Certainly a 
high proportion of our members are 





under 25, and a very significant section’ 


of that group are of school age’’. 

The NUT has instructed its members 
to contact the head teacher and local 
education authority if there is evidence 
of racist activity. It said: “The Union 
deplores all attempts to expose children 
to racially motivated political 
propaganda”’. 


. 


Peddling poison: NF activist Gerry Viner 


In Liverpool, the local authority 
appointed 17 race relations tutors in 
comprehensive schools last September. 
They are said to have reduced the level 
of overt racist activity. 

In the light of the NUT initiative, it is 
disappointing to report that the 
teacher’s union has suspended twenty 
four of its members who made a stand 


NF disrupts church services 


The NF has tried to prevent 
people going to church in Deal 
and Dover. Worshippers who 
arrived at three Methodist 
churches on 8 December found 
the doors chained and 
padlocked, and keyholes glued 
up. National Front posters and 
leaflets were strewn around, but 
a large police presence 
prevented further disruption. 
The NF action was against what 
it called “Marxist race mixing”. 

At Deal, police used bolt cutters to 
cut through a chain. At London Road 
Church, Dover, the door handles were 
unscrewed to remove a chain and then 
replaced. The services were able to go 
ahead. : 

The November 6th group of the 
National Front admitted responsibility 
for the attacks in a statement signed by 
Russell Moore. They said they had 
intended to seal up the entrances and 
exits of the churches to prevent the 
services taking place. 


The action was aimed against the first 
black minister of the Methodist Church, 
Mr Leon Murray, who was visiting 
River Church. The Reverend Murray is 
the Vice President of the Methodist 
Churches. The NF were also protesting 
against what they called the “Marxist 
race mixing” views of the Reverend 
Alan Powers, Minister at River. 
Reverend Powers has called for an end 
to racist jokes, and for Christians to 
tackle the problems of the inner city. 


More disruption 


A spokesman for the NF piously said 
that the Reverend Powers should “put 
his own young sick and elderly before 
multi-racialist and black power causes”. 

The church service disrupted at 
Dover was a Toy service, especially for 
children. 

The fascists have threatened to carry 
out further disruptions at the churches 
and warned people not to go to church 
over Christmas. 





tries to catch them young. 















against racism. The twenty four joined 
local parents in protests against 
headmaster Ray  MHoneyford in 
Bradford. Honeyford, who wrote 
articles in the right-wing Salisbury 
Review, denigrating Asian culture, has 
received a “golden handshake”, worth, 
in all, £161,900, for agreeing to leave his 
post. 


Parents act 
against 
teacher 


Prompt action by two Rotherham 
parents has exposed a _ case of 
classroom racism and has drawn an 
apology from the teacher concerned. 

Parents Dermot and Veronica Smyth 
complained in writing to the town’s 
Director of Education, Keith Snowden, 
when their 14-year-old son alleged that one 
of his teachers at Clifton Comprehensive 
School had frequently made ‘jokes’ and 
insulting comments about ‘Pakis’ and 
homosexuals. The remarks were especially 
offensive because the school has an 
increasing number of Asian pupils. 

Following the complaint, the teacher has 
been reprimanded and told in “no 
uncertain terms” that such conversations 
with third and fourth form youngsters were 
dangerous and “totally unprofessional”. 

Mr Smyth told Searchlight that his son 
had been concerned over some of the_ 
teacher’s statements for over a year and 
that, on one occasion, the teacher was 
alleged to have said that “all gays should be 
burned”. 
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US FUNDING FOR EXTREMISTS 


‘Democracy’ budget bankrolls 
right-wing emigrés 


RIGHT-wing Soviet emigrés have 


been benefiting from US 
government support. The 
extremist Russian emigré 
organisation, NTS, has’ been 
receiving money for some of its 
peripheral activities from US 


government sources. Since the end 
of 1983 the NTS representative in 
the UK, George Miller (see 
Searchlights 84, 103) has been 
receiving some $130,000 for his 
Soviet Labour Review, a monthly 
digest of news about labour law 
and trade unions in the Soviet 
Union. 


The money comes from the National 
Endowment for Democracy, which has an 
annual budget of some $18m and was set 
up at the end of 1983 to be “dedicated to 
programmes of co-operation with 
democratic forces around the world”, as 
President Reagan put it in a speech in May 
1985. The fund has caused a storm in the 
US after revelations about its interference 
in the internal politics of European and 
Third World countries. 


Plugged 


The impetus for setting up the fund came 
not just from Reagan, who has plugged it 
in several speeches, but from the anti- 
communist veterans of the US trade union 
federation, the AFL-CIO. The 
federation’s foreign affairs director, 74- 
year-old Irving Brown, was the chief 
lobbyist for the fund, which is carrying 
forward the banner of militant anti- 
communism that he and his trade union 
colleagues first raised in the late 1930s, 
well before Senator McCarthy got on the 
road, and before the CIA had even been 
dreamt of. The AFL-CIO’s Free Trade 
Union Institute had been spending most of 
the money and was the group that 
proposed Soviet Labour Review for NED 
funding. Brown has been frequently linked 
to CIA programmes in the labour field in 
the past, particularly in the immediate 
post-war era when he spent large sums on 
boosting small anti-communist unions in 
France, Italy and Greece. 

NED has put money into the election of 
a pro-American candidate in the 1984 
election of the Panamanian president, 
given over $800,000 to the anti-communist 
trade union federation in France, Force 
Ouvriere, and to a far right university 
group in France, the UNI, which actively 
opposes the Mitterrand government and 
has links with the extreme-right Service 
Action Civique. Other funds have gone to 
support government-controlled unions in 
the Third World and the propaganda 
efforts of various anti-communist groups, 
of which George Miller’s Soviet Labour 
Review is just a small, and not particularly 
virulent, part. 
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Miller’s funds come to him, he says, 
from the mysterious Russian Research 
Foundation, whose directors he cannot 
name and which hides behind a PO box 
number in New York. Miller told 
journalists investigating part of the story 
for The Guardian (whose story on the 
subject appeared on 9 December last year) 
that the Foundation contributed papers to 
the 1984 American Slavist Congress, which 
he said debated Soviet issues. The money 
was to pay for his time doing research and 
translations for the review. 


Unexplained 


Unexplained, however, was the purpose of 
the rest of the money. The NED internal 
documents which revealed the review’s 
secret funds said that some of the money 
was for paying “consultants” from “other 
publications”. Coincidentally, Miller 
shares his address (which is the publisher’s 
address for the review) with his father, 
Boris Miller, who is the UK representative 
of Possev, the publishing house of the NTS. 
If Miller senior has been receiving some of 
the money, which is speculative, it would 
fit in with US government support for the 
NTS in the past. 

Readers may recall that the NTS, which 
was founded in 1930, was based in 
Germany during World War II with a view 
to moving into German-occupied Russia in 
the wake of the invaders, but fell foul of 
the nazis when they were not allowed to 
interfere. They also helped organise the 
Vlasov army, the nazi-controlled force of 
Soviet deserters and prisoners of war 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ SHEFFIELD THUGGERY 


Fascist attacks in Sheffield have been aimed at 
anti-racists and CND supporters. 

Offices in the engineering union building, 
which have been used by Sheffield Campaign 
Against Racism (SCAR), were damaged in an 
arson attack at the start of December. Six months 
earlier, an incendiary device was thrown into the 
office of the Council for Racial Equality in 
Surrey Street. National Front stickers were 
plastered over the windows. SCAR chairman 
Steve Howell has received threats that he will be 
“blown up”. 

Last August, the homes of two CND activists 
were attacked. Stuart Kemp had a brick thrown 
through his window with the message “National 
Front Freikorps” attached, while Linda Hoy had 
clothing burnt outside her house. 

The resurgence of violence has been linked to a 
reactivation of British Movement members in the 
area. Leaflets have been distributed and BM 
symbols daubed on walls. (Morning Telegraph, 
Sheffield 12.12.85.) 


press-ganged into fighting their former 
comrades. 

After the war, the NTS helped Western 
intelligence agencies infiltrate teams into 
the Soviet Union, something that NTS now 
admits. They insist that they are now 
independent and run their own cells in the 
Soviet Union, as well as publishing 
unofficial Soviet literature and smuggling it 
back there. 

Despite the innocent facade, however, 
one prominent Soviet exile said that the 
NTS, which Soviet studies experts believe 
to be infiltrated by the KGB, consists of 
“very nasty people” who are apt to hound 
any emigré publicly disagreeing with them. 
That’s why he didn’t want to be quoted by 
name. 

All these revelations have caused the US 
Congress to be much stricter with the NED 
and to limit the proportion of grants given 
to any one body to 25 per cent, which has 
slashed the Free Trade Union Institute’s 
stake from 77 per cent, as well as to force 
them to give greater detail about who is 
getting what. It’s anybody’s guess whether 
the Soviet Labour Review's funds will 
continue once Congress knows exactly who 
they are, but we'll keep you posted. 
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@ NEWHAM POLICE FAILURE 


Newham police have been criticised for failing to 
protect a local muslim centre from racist attacks. 
There have been three attempts at arson, as well 
as criminal damage and graffiti daubing at the 
Canning Town Muslim Community and 
Religious Centre. 

Councillor Conor McAuley, deputy leader of 
Newham Council, has condemned the failure of 
the local police, and says he intends to take up the 
matter with the Police Commissioner and the 
Home Office. A Newham police spokesman said: 

“We can only police the effect, we can’t police 
the cause”. (Newham Recorder 21.11.85.) 


@ NF AXEMAN 


A member of the National Front took an axe 
along with him on a demonstration. Mark 
Andrew Ericson-Rohrer, (24), had it with him 
during a NF demonstration in Stockport. He 
claimed that it was for “self defence”. He was 
found guilty of possessing an offensive weapon 
and fined £250. (Manchester Evening News 
28.11.85.) 








Front National feeds off 
swing to the Right 


On the 16 March, France goes to the 
polls to elect a new National Assembly. 


The Chateau d’Eau_ underground 
station in Paris Saturday 28 December, 
at about 9.30am. On a crowded Metro, 
a North African woman of perhaps 
thirty years old and two toddlers, a boy 
and a girl, board the train. As it moves 
off, passengers bump into one another. 
The North African woman, a child in 
each hand, accidentally jostles a young 
Frenchman. He curses the woman with 
foul abuse and then deliberately clears 
his throat to spit on the floor close to 
the feet of the little boy. Nobody 
protests. 


This incident puts in a nutshell the racist 
atmosphere that is now heavily afflicting 
France, an atmosphere that has found 
massive encouragement from the growth of 
the far-right Front National, headed by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. And it is getting worse 
every day. 

All over Paris, for example, from the 
suburbs to the very centre, the evidence 
can be seen in the racist and fascist graffiti 
that seems to be everywhere: ‘A bas les 
négres’, ‘Vive Hitler’ and ‘Votez Le Pen’. 
Front National stickers — which once 
would have been torn down instantly — 
are left there to be read. 

And, meanwhile, in this climate, people 
are killed for no other reason than that 
their skin is a different colour. Just after 
Christmas, the town of Le Puys witnessed 
one of the most sickening demonstrations 
of this sad fact when a native Frenchman 
and his son blasted two members of an 
Arab family into oblivion with a shotgun 
and badly wounded three others because 
“they had been making too much noise”. It 
is almost as if racist murder is becoming de 
riguer. 





These elections represent a_ political 
crossroads for a country that has witnessed 
in the last three years a meteoric rise of the 
far-right and in which the centre of political 
gravity has shifted in the same direction. 

Le Pen, who for many years vegetated 
on the extremist fringes of French politics, 
is now a central fact of political life. In the 
elections for the European Parliament last 
year, his party garnered a staggering 11 per 
cent of the vote. Current estimates of the 
FN vote in the forthcoming elections have 
ranged from between 8 to 15 per cent. In 
French terms, this is a frightening prospect 
because it would enable Le Pen to form a 
Parliamentary group of between thirty and 
forty Deputies (MPs) in the National 
Assembly. It could also give the FN a 
position of decisive influence if it is able to 
hold the balance of power. Already, within 
the traditional parties of the Right, the 
Gaullist RPR and the UDF, there are 
elements who are understood to want some 
sort of backdoor deal with the FN. 

For its own part, the FN is assiduously 
pushing the idea of ‘cohabitation’ with the 
other parties of the Right. In a lengthy 
interview with Le Pen’s weekly, National 
Hebdo, leading FN member, Jean-Pierre 
Stirbois, not only openly proclaims that 
collaboration “is possible” but even, in 
confident manner, sets out the FN’s 
conditions for participation in 
Government. These include revision of the 
nationality laws, removal of work permits 
from immigrants, expulsion of any 
foreigners sentenced to a year in prison 
and a referendum on restoration of the 
death penalty. 

Says Stirbois arrogantly: “If these steps 
are accepted by the UDF and the RPR, 


# : 





there would be no reason for not taking 
part in a government”. When this is 
combined with boasting that the FN has 
65,000 members, it becomes apparent why 
France’s immigrant population feels 
threatened. Racism, after all, is the main 
plank of the FN’s programme, however 
many lawyers Le Pen runs to whenever he 
is accused of being racist or fascist. 

“Opposition to the FN is growing but it 
is beyond doubt that it is the far-right 
which is setting the political agenda for the 
elections, especially around the issue of 
immigration and law and order’. This is 
the verdict of Jean Albert, who carries out 
research on the far-right for the excellent 
French magazine, Article 31, which is very 
similar to our own Searchlight. 

Jean is careful to distinguish the French 
FN from the British National Front: “the 
only similarity lies in the name. The Le Pen 
movement is more fascist in the sense of 
the Italian MSI than in the sense of 
German national socialism. Indeed, the 
MSI’s leader, Giorgio Almirante, was a 
guest of honour at the FN’s conference in 
November”. 

Some of the other participants were also 
rather interesting. For example, an ex- 
leader of the extreme right ‘think tank’, the 
Club de I’Horloge, Jean-Yves Le Gallou, 
was also present. Jean Albert attributes 
great significance to the way in which the 
FN’s ideology has been formed out of 
several years of deliberation by far-right 
‘intellectuals’ like the Club de I’Horloge 
and GRECE. “This process”, Jean Albert 
suggests, “has taken ten to twelve years, 
but it was essential for Le Pen to be able to 
build the sort of campaign he has done 
around the twin hatreds of the Left and of 
the immigrants”. 

(continued on page 12) 





Jean Pierre Stirbois (top left, looking right) and Jean Marie Le Pen (left of banner in overcoat) parade through Paris, Joan of Arc Day, May 


1985. 
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(continued from page 11) 

What, then, are the prospects after the 
March elections? On the surface, they look 
pretty gloomy for several reasons. Firstly, 
a victory of the Right is not just a 
likelihood. It is a certainty, in which the 
far-right FN will have played a full part and 
won further credibility. Secondly, it will 
effectively de-stabilise the country 
because, for the first time in the Fifth 
Republic, there will be a Rightist majority 
in Parliament with a ‘Leftist’ President. 
Thirdly, and most dangerously, the FN 
might hold the balance of Parliamentary 
power and be able to translate Stirbois’s 
speculation into reality. 

For the opposition, this makes the effort 
to develop a mass movement against Le 
Pen a matter of the most vital importance. 
But, even here, there are problems. The 
three main anti-racist organisations have 
tended to reflect existing political 


divisions: LICRA is virtually aligned with 
conservative elements, the Ligue des 
Droits de l’Homme with the Socialist Party 
and MRAP with the Communist Party. 
Thus, the traditional opponents of 
racism and anti-semitism are themselves 
severely split. And the sectarian warfare 
between the Socialist Party and its former 
governmental partners, the Communist 
Party, is only making matters worse. The 
one bright spot on the horizon has been the 
emergence of the broad-based SOS 
Racisme campaign which has been able to 
overcome some of the political divisions 
and make headway amongst wide layers of 
young people. Its handshaped badge and 
its motto, ‘Touche pas a mon pote’ (Hands 
off my pal) have struck a ready chord 
within the ranks of youngsters appalled by 
the FN’s racism. It has been able, perhaps 
unprecedently, to unite French youth with 
young North Africans, Arabs and blacks 


and, most crucially, with young Jewish 
people. 

This spirit of unity was strongly apparent 
on the big SOS Racisme demo on Paris on 
7 December when one of the principal 
slogans was ‘We are all immigrants!’ The 
march through central Paris was an 
expression of an awakening to the dangers 
presented by the likes of Len Pen and 
Stirbois and to the violence their policies 
engender. 

SOS Racisme’s president, Harlem Desir, 
was France’s Man of the Year in 1985. But, 
that was the first year also since the war in 
which French people felt no shame in 
openly admitting ‘I am a racist’. It is to be 
hoped that Jean-Marie Le Pen will not be 
allowed to make himself Man of the Year 
in 1986. 

@ Next month, Searchlight will carry a 
major interview with a leading member of 
SOS Racisme, Thierry Bracquemart. 


et eee ee eee SS eee 


INTERNATIONAL 








Death at rightist 
rally 


A clash outside a ‘Free Rudolf Hess’ 
meeting has resulted in the fatal heart- 
attack of a 78-year-old man who was trying 
to get into the meeting. The organising 
group, Conservative Action, which claims 
45,000 members, was formed in 1981 and 
has only recently taken up the long- 
standing rightist issue of the imprisonment 
of Hitler’s deputy. 


Neo-nazis trying to 
recruit farmers 


The Governor of Iowa has denounced 
neo-nazi attempts to recruit financially 
desperate farmers in his state. 

One group, Aryan Nations, has been 
quoted as saying: “The farmer is being 
backed into a wall and he’s beginning to 
think there has to be an answer. The 
answer is revolution, just like it was in 
1776”. Governor Branstad told journalists: 
“They are like Adolf Hitler of the 1920s 
and their movement needs to be nipped in 
the bud”. 


New right threat to 
liberals 


Accuracy in Academia, a recently set- 
up right-wing organisation to monitor 
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‘liberal bias’ in further education, has 
issued two reports on its work. 

Among the objects of its attacks are an 
Arizona professor who lectured on the 
dangers of nuclear war during a political 
science class and a lecturer elsewhere who 
had reputedly written for erotic magazines. 
The organisation claims to have student 
informants in 150 colleges. 


Extreme rightist 
gathering 


More detailed reports of the Christian 
Patriots Conference referred to in a 
recent issue (Searchlight 126) indicate 
that amongst the speakers were Matt 
Koehl, leader of the New Order 


(formerly the National Socialist White 
People’s Party), Jim Burford of the 





Matt Koehl. 


American Nazi Party and Don Black of 
the Ku Klux Klan.’ 

Dale Reutsch, an Ohio Klan leader, 
spoke of his impending court appearance 
on arms charges while Black, recently 
released from prison for conspiring to 
invade a Caribbean island, argued that it 
was better to stay out of jail. Tom Metzger, 
an ex-Klan leader, also criticised talk of 
guns and spoke of the importance of white 
nationalists working with black and other 
minority separatist organisations. Another 
racist activist, Art Jones of the America 
First Committee, echoed Metzger in 
praising the anti-semitic black militant 
Louis Farrakhan. 


FRANCE 





‘Le Pen took 
communist money’ 
allegation 


A French member of the European 
Parliament has been accused by the 
Sunday Times of being a Rumanian 
intelligence agent who bribed the 
leader of the French National Front to 
put him on the party’s candidates list. 

Gustave Pordea, a Rumanian exile, 
allegedly gave $500,000 to Jean-Marie Le 
Pen in exchange for securing fourth place 
on the Front’s European election list. As a 
member of the European Parliament, 
Pordea has denounced the Hungarian 
national minority in Rumania as disloyal to 
the regime and, according to the Sunday 
Times, his claims of being anti-Communist 
are a cover for his long-term involvement 
with the Rumanian secret service. 

Naturalised as a French citizen in 1983, 
Pordea allegedly attempted to bribe his 
way onto a French moderate party slate 
but was turned down. He then tried to 
approach the National Front through the 
Rev. Moon’s Unification Church but was 
unsuccessful and only eventually managed 
to make contact through aristocratic 
supporters of the Front. 


While Le Pen is said to have quickly 
agreed to make Pordea a party candidate 
this reportedly led to friction with other 
Front leaders. The Rumanian, however, 
did secure the promised position on the 
party list and became one of the Front’s ten 


MEPs at the subsequent election. 

The Sunday Times claims to have drawn 
on information for its story from French 
intelligence sources, a Rumanian defector 
(General Ion Pacepa, former head of the 
Rumanian secret service), Le Pen’s 


estranged former wife (who reportedly 
collected the money in instalments) and 
the Front’s former political strategist. Le 
Pen’s ex-wife, however, has denied the 
allegations while Le Pen claims that the 
story is an invention of Soviet intelligence. 





Thalmann case re-opened in 
Federal Republic 


Forty-one years after the murder of 
German Communist leader, Ernst 
Thalmann, in the  Buchenwald 
concentration camp, an ex-SS guard, 
Wolfgang Otto, 74, has been charged 
with the crime and is standing trial in 
the district court of Krefeld in West 
Germany. 


Otto’s trial follows many years of 
persistent efforts by Thalmann’s family, 
especially his daughter, Irma Gabel- 
Thalmann, to have her father’s killers 
brought to justice. Otto denies the claim 
that he murdered Thalmann, but he has 
admitted in court that he was part of an 
execution squad in the Buchenwald camp. 

At the time of Thalmann’s death in 
August 1944, the nazi regime, mindful of 
the advance of the Red Army and of the 
fact that Thalmann still had considerable 
support amongst German’ workers, 
decided that he should be put to death. 
When this had been done, they concocted 
the lie that he had been killed in an Allied 
air raid. The last thing they wanted was the 
spectre of Thalmann — alive or as a martyr 
— to act as a beacon to the growing anti- 
nazi opposition within the collapsing Third 
Reich. 

In fact, the execution of Thalmann was 
ordered by SS chief, Heinrich Himmler 
and sanctioned by Adolf Hitler. The 
manner of the murder in itself points to the 
cowardice of the nazis: Thalmann was shot 
in the back as he walked past a group of SS 
guards near the Buchenwald crematorium, 


whose ovens had been pre-heated so that 
his body could be disposed of at once. 

In court at Krefeld, the accused man 
presented a dismal appearance. As the 
Cologne newspaper, the Kdlner Stadt- 
Anzeiger, put it: “Otto, dressed in a grey 
suit, looks no more menacing than a 
book-keeper”. Though he denies the 
allegations being made against him, he 
already has a pedigree as a convicted 
participant in mass murder, having served 
seven years from 1947 for aiding and 
abetting the murder, also in Buchenwald, 
of 15 Poles and Yugoslavs. 





Ernst Thalmann. 


His trial, which has taken so long to 
come to fruition, resulted from the higher 
regional court in Cologne insisting that the 
district court in Krefeld should institute 
proceedings. Now, while the defence 
lawyers are trying to halt the trial on the 
grounds that the court is not competent to 
deal with the case, the prosecutors, too, 
face problems arising from the fact that key 
material witnesses are now dead. 

Much, it seems, will hang on the 
testimony of another ex-SS man, Werner 
Fricke, who was camp registrar at 
Buchenwald and who claims that Otto told 
him in 1947 that he had taken part in 
Thalmann’s murder. In court, Otto has 
stated that he had been a marksman in the 
camp’s execution squad. Asked: “How 
many times?”, he replied: “Four or five 
times, not all that often”. 

Finally, Otto’s membership of the nazi 
party is in no doubt (his party number was 
4,741,482 and he joined on 1 May 1937). 
He claims that he joined the motorised SS 
because the word ‘motorised’ appealed to 
him. One of the documents read out in 
court and signed by Otto was a detailed 
description of a mobile gallows used in the 
camp. Presumably that was part of his 
attraction to things ‘motorised’. 

It is ironic that the case has taken over 
twenty years of tortuous legal proceedings 
to be heard especially when one considers 
that after his release from a twenty-year 
sentence in 1954, he was given state 
employment as a schoolteacher almost 
immediately. 








NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ GLASGOW BNP RALLY 


The British National Party held a rally in 
Glasgow on the same day that Ian Paisley led a 
march of Ulster loyalists through the city. 

Fifty young men from the loyalist rally joined 
forty BNP supporters at Buchanan Street subway 
to march to the fascist rally, held under the 
slogan of “Smash the IRA and Keep Britain 
White”. The marchers were forbidden to carry 
placards or distribute leaflets, but abused black 
passers by. A black South African refugee, 
Radha Chetty, commented: 

“Have I left one hell hole to come to another?” 

The BNP rally was held at the Co-op Hall in St 
George’s Road, where it had been booked under 
a false name. On police advice the manager 
allowed the rally to proceed. BNP leader John 
Tyndall said the best way for the party to get free 
publicity was by making sure local ministers and 
schoolteachers opposed to the party got hold of 
their literature. 

The Scottish Asian Action Society had earlier 


called for a ban on the BNP rally. This was 
opposed by Strathclyde Community Relations 
Council on the grounds that a ban would be a 
blanket one which would affect everyone. The 
Asian Society held a protest march, while the 
CRC and the Campaign against Racialism 
held a_ multi-cultural festival. (Scotsman 
29.11.85, 2.12.85; Morning Star 2.12.85.) 


@ GUILTY — OF REMOVING SWASTIKA 


Police in Gateshead have prosecuted a man who 
obliterated a swastika symbol. The swastika had 
been sprayed on a wall by a gang of skinheads. 

Brian Hartley (28), a local resident, painted 
the Star of David over the nazi symbol. He was 
given a conditional discharge, and ordered to pay 
£10 costs after pleading guilty to criminal 
damage. The local council said the wall will not 
need to be cleaned as it is to be demolished. 
(Evening Chronicle, Newcastle~ on Tyne 
26.11.85.) 


@ EQUALITY POSTERS BANNED 


Youngsters on a YTS scheme have been banned 
from producing anti-apartheid posters. Officials 


at the Manpower Services Commission have put 
the ban on production of the posters at 
Rochdale’s YTS print workshop scheme. The 
MSC officials claimed that the anti-apartheid 
cause was too “political”. The posters had been 
commissioned for Rochdale Council’s campaign 
against apartheid. Councillors are furious, since 
the council campaign was drawn up with all 
party backing. Labour Councillor May Moffat 
said: 

“It’s absolutely ridiculous. The only people in 
favour of apartheid are the National Front”. 
(Manchester Evening News 29.11.85.) 


@ DRUGS AND THE NATIONAL FRONT 


A National Front drugs leaflet has been 
condemned as “the work of the devil” by an 
experienced drugs counsellor. The leaflet, 
described as “the meanest, lowest and most 
despicable bit of rubbish that I have had to 
read”, talks of the death penalty, “the rope”, and 
people taking the law into their own hands. All to 
find “half a dozen more miserable supporters for 
the National Front”, says Aelwyn Roberts of the 
Gwynedd Drugs Council. (North Wales 
Chronicle, Bangor 28.11.85.) 
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ANY PORT IN A STURM 


AS 1985 turned into 1986, subscribers to 
various National Front news sheets began 
to wonder what had happened. Copies of 
National Front News, New Dawn (the son of 
Bulldog), Nationalism Today and New 
Nation were nowhere to be had. Well, it’s 
clear that the Front leadership’s dream of 
creating a high tech cottage printing 
industry in Huntingfield and Halesworth in 
Suffolk has become a nightmare. 

With the jailing of NF News editor Martin 
Wingfield, and the departure to the Scrubs 
of New Dawn editor and prolific writer Joe 
Pearce, things are in a hell of a mess. The 
print shop has been booted out of its site in 
Halesworth and other members of the nazi 
print co-op have other things on their tiny 
minds. 

John Field, one time civil servant at Trinity 
House, (would you wish this nazi to be your 
beacon in a storm?) has gone off to live in 
Suffolk but his activities are still centred on 
Northern Ireland. Nick Griffin looks like he’s 
on his last legs, and marriage does not 
appear to agree with him. And the threat of 
more prosecutions, hanging over them like a 
sword of Damocles, has prompted these 
patriotic job creators to send _ their 
publications to nazi friends in Belgium for 
printing. 

What price import controls now? 


% % % 


WE’RE GETTING THERE 


“| SUPPOSE we should chalk up minor 
victories for the liberal consensus whilst we 
can”, says Professor Steven Rose of the 
Open University, after prevailing upon 
British Rail to remove some particularly 
offensive nazi graffiti from its property. 

His eye was caught by November 9th 
Society slogans daubed upon a building 
close to the railway line near Milton Keynes. 
Reading reports that British Rail was 
disinclined to deal with it, he wrote to the 
local BR authorities asking why. 

A reply from the Area Civil Engineer 
describes the ‘thankless task’ of continually 
having to remove offensive graffiti; 
“however hard I try | can never entirely get 
rid of it”, he writes. But he stresses his 
determination to do so, and, in the case of 
the Milton Keynes slogans, says he will 
arrange the demolition of the derelict hut 
upon which the nazi sloganeers have been 
at work. 

Well done, BR. 


* % % 


WHAT DID YOU DO IN 
THE WAR .. .? 


AFTER Solidarity’s rebuff to David Irving 
back in 1980, when the right-wing historian 
tried to jump on the independent Polish 
union’s bandwagon, it’s just a little 
surprising to find its journal, Voice of 
Solidarity, publishing material from the 
extremist Russian emigré group NTS. 
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An edition of last July, which has only just 
come to our attention, contains an interview 
with Soviet deserters from Afghanistan 
conducted by NTS British representative 
George Miller. 

NTS, as is well known, actively 
collaborated with the nazi invasion of the 
Soviet Union during the war — activities to 
which, you would think, trade unionists 
from Poland of all places would be especially 
sensitive. 

Another journal, Volya, described as an 
“information bulletin on Eastern Europe and 
the USSR” — cites Searchlight's article of 
last July, describing the emotional scenes in 
Red Square when British and Red Army 
veterans celebrated VE Day together, as 
evidence supporting American rightist 
Lyndon La Rouche’s allegations (Searchlight 
121) that Searchlight is in the pay of the 
KGB. “Maybe there is a grain of truth in La 
Rouche’s claims after all!” says Volya. 

Well there isn’t. Not the tiniest grain. And 
if Terry Liddle dwells on the possibility in 
print again, he might just find himself 
having to engage the services of learned 
friends. 


% * % 
DIVERSE PLUGS 


AFTER Diverse 
Propaganda? 

The mid-week Channel 4 current affairs 
show, which has taken much stick for the 
free platform it has given to eccentric far- 
right libertarian views — is moving, perhaps 


Reports, Diverse 


predictably, into the market place of ideas. 

It has just completed, for the right-wing 
Institute for Economic Affairs, a propaganda 
video called ‘What price unemployment?’, 
fronted by Diverse's own _ in-house 
libertarian Peter Clarke. 

Amongst those taking part is John B. 
Wood, deputy director of the IEA but also a 
director and fundraiser for Chris Tame’s 
Libertarian Alliance, before it split over 
whether to work in collaboration with NTS. 

At £28.75 (inc. VAT) for an entire 25 
minutes, it’s clearly a snip. 


% * * 


STOP PRESS 


HIS craven performance in the recent race 
relations trial (“Bulldog was nothing to do 
with me”) seems to have brought its reward 
for NF chairman lan Anderson. He has now 
been sacked and replaced as chairman by 
Martin Wingfield who did toe the line and 
‘defy the race act’. 

Just as we go to press the NF are claiming 
that the change is a routine rotation due 
every year. In fact the truth is that his 
pathetic pleading in court upset many 
members who had been treated to tough 
‘Stuff the Race Act’ talk for many months 
previously. 

Full report next month... 





GUESS WHO CAME TO DINNER... 


WE told you first. 

Latest On Target, journal of the British 
League of Rights, pays tribute (without 
actually naming us) to the endeavours of the 
intrepid reporters who bring’ you 
Searchlight. 

Its November bulletin describes the 
organisational difficulties BLR faced as hosts 
to the recent Crown Commonwealth League 
of Rights bash in London (Searchlight 126). 
After the management at the hotel booked 
to host the event found out who they were, 
BLR were told to clear off. There followed a 
frenetic last minute rush to find an 


MENU 


Coupe Florida 


Roast Best Bnd of Lamb 
Chef's selection 
of Vegetables 


Profiteroles 
and 
Chocolate Sauce 


Coffe and Mints 


Master of Ceremonies Mr. A. S. Battams 


alternative venue. And, despite their 
security clampdown, On Target admits that 
“the security on the conference had been 
broken by the evening of Saturday 2nd 
November”. 

Sure was. Guess who! 

But what's this?: “it is interesting to 
note”, says On Target, “that security for the 
dinner was not broken”. 

Sorry to disappoint, but it was. A couple 
of times over. 

And here’s the menu! 


Mr. Donald A. Martin 


TOASTS 

The Loyal Toast Mre. Donald A. Martin 
Toast to The Crown Commonwealth League of Rights 

Mr. Ron Gostick, 

National Director, 

The Canadian League of Rights 


proposed by 


Mr. Eric D. Butler, 

President, 

Crown Commonwealth League of 
Rights 


response by 


National Director, 
The Australian League of Rights 


ADDRESSES 


Mr. Donald A, Martin, 
National Director, 
The British League of Rights 


Welcome to Participants 


On Predicting the Future Dr. C. Geoffrey Dobbs 


MESSAGES 


Mrs. Lois Petersen, 
Secretary, Board of Policy, 
Liberty Lobby, U.S.A. 


A Message from the U.S.A. 


Mr. Bill Daly, 

National Director, 

The New Zealand League of 
Rights 


A Message from New Zealand 
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RIGHTER STILL AND RIGHTER 


As the Conservative Party continues its 
steady drift to the right, so the murky 
ground between respectable party politics 
and fascism becomes more interesting. This 
month we turn our attention to that grey 
area which links the far right of 
Conservatism to the even darker area of 
extremism. In so doing, we will find the 
names of two Conservative MPs cropping 
up. 

Let us consider first of all the case of The 
Patriot. “Agitate, Educate, Struggle” declares 
the sub-heading of this unpleasant magazine. At 
first glance, it appears to be just another fascist 
publication. The crude type-setting, the title and 
the lurid pictures of rioting suggest that it is from 
the same stable of those other grubby 
publications regularly reviewed in these 
columns. A quick glance at the contents of The 
Patriot would do little to disturb this impression. 

The Patriot begins with a “Message from the 
Editor”. In this, as in other familiar 
publications, we can read about the necessity for 
“repatriation”, because “the races of the Indian 
subcontinent, the tribes of southern Africa all 
resist culture blending and inter-marriage”. 
Then there is the obsession with the 
“degeneration” of education. Anti-religious 
Marxism runs rife in the school rooms of the 
country: “This journal appeals to the Prime 
Minister to take a firm grip of this sensitive 
subject and to physically prevent the 
substitution of religion and history by Marxism 
in schools and to banish the normative, anti 
intellectual pseudo science of Marxist sociology 
from our Universities”. 

Ignore the familiar sentiments (not to 
mention, the clumsy sentence construction), and 
concentrate on the one strange element: “This 
journal appeals to the Prime Minister”. Fascist 
journals seldom make such appeals. They might 
appeal to the ‘race-souls’ of their readers or to 
the worse natures of their own self-appointed 
group leaders. But to the Prime Minister? 
Hardly. 

In truth, The Patriot is not published by a 
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Latest fashion in greeting amongst Essex FCS. 


small fascist group. It is “the voice of the 
University of Essex Right-Wing Conservative 
and Unionist Association” (a university with a 
highly regarded department of sociology). Nor is 
it shunned by its seniors. The front page 
announces: “Distinguished Tory MP will speak 
at Essex. Listen to Harvey Proctor!” 

Mr Proctor is, of course, no stranger to that 
dark hinterland between the conservatives and 
the fascists. His views on “repatriation” are 
notorious (“distinguished” is technically correct, 
in that they can be distinguished from those of 
most other MP’s). Searchlight has repeatedly 
published photos of a younger Mr Proctor 
protesting against immigration in very strange 
company for a future MP. Our photos show, 
amongst others standing next to Mr Proctor, 
Bee Carthew, who has drifted in and out of the 
NF, and Lady Jane Birdwood, who for many 
years has acted as a bridge between hard-line 
nazis and far right Tories. Birdwood’s magazine 
Choice has never been shy of racist or anti- 
semitic innuendoes. 

The headline of The Patriot declares “Tory 
Action Now!”. Tory Action is the name of a 
pressure group on the far right of the 
Conservative Party. Leading light of Tory 
Action has been G.K. Young, whose anti- 
semitic utterances have long embarrassed the 
party establishment. Our photos of the young 
protesting Mr Proctor show G.K. Young in 
support. 

Leaving The Patriot to one side, and venturing 
further to the right, we come across On Target, 
produced by the British League of Rights. 
Donald Martin, On Target's editor and the 


e League’s National Director, likes to be involved 


with a better class of anti-semite than the thugs 
hanging around the NF. November’s issue of On 
Target describes the “Crown Commonwealth 
League of Rights Dinner”, which drew together 
the various branches of the League from around 
the world. 

Well-known anti-semites were in attendance 
at the League’s international, but wholly white, 
dinner party. There was Ivor Benson from South 
Africa and Eric D. Butler from Australia, 


doubtlessly exchanging their theories of the 
latest Jewish conspiracy. A message of support 
was received from Mrs Lois Petersen, the 
Secretary of the Board of Policy of Liberty 
Lobby. Regular readers of Searchlight will be 
aware that Liberty Lobby is the American 
publishing house, which specialises in hardline 
nazi, unashamedly racist and virulently anti- 
semitic material. 

Some of the speeches given at this get- 
together are reproduced in On Target. 
However, it is not these items which caught the 
eye. In the Supplement, which accompanies this 
“fortnightly review of new highlights” is an 
interesting little announcement: 

“We are advised by the London Swinton 
Circle that their next meeting is at 7.15pm on 
Tuesday 10th December, 1985, in 
Committee Room 7 at the House of 
Commons, Westminster, London SW1. The 
speaker at this meeting, in whose name the 
Committee Room is booked, is Mr Peter 
Bruinvels, Conservative Member of 
Parliament for Leicester East, whose subject 
is ‘Law and Order’.” 

The Swinton Circle, operating with the 
Conservative Party, is named after the long- 
departed Lord Swinton. It usually keeps a low 
profile, especially after its contacts with Bee 
Carthew and Lady Jane Birdwood were 
publicised. So it is surprising that the Circle is 
now advertising one of its meetings. Less 
surprising, perhaps, is the fact that someone in 
the publicity-shy Swinton Circle sees fit to advise 
On Target of its activities. In return, the League 
of Rights clearly considers that its members, 
warmed by a message of support from Liberty - 
Lobby, would be welcome at Bruinvels’s House 
of Commons meeting. 

Mr Bruinvels MP is well equipped to talk on 
his theme of ‘Law and Order’. As Searchlight 118 
reported, he offered to act as hangman, should 
the death penalty be restored and should the 
civil service experience difficulty in recruiting a 
suitably qualified functionary. So keenly does 
Bruinvels feel about such matters that he 
chaired the Law and Order Society. This is 
another of those organisations in which familiar 
names keep appearing. Lady Jane Birdwood 
was active in this same Society, and Bruinvels 
was forced to admit his links with the veteran 
dowager. After senior Conservative politicians 
put pressure on Bruinvels for associating with 
such company, he backed away from the Law 
and Order society (see Searchlight, 121). 

Lady Jane Birdwood of Bruinvels’s Law and 
Order Society is not exactly unfamiliar with 
Donald Martin, advertiser of Bruinvels’s House 
of Commons meeting. They have known each 
other from the days when the British League of 
Rights was the British delegation to the World 
Anti-Communist League. This is another 
international forum, which seeks to draw 
together conservatives, racists and anti-semites 
from around the globe. 

When, two years ago, the BBC programme 
Panorama disclosed contacts _—_ between 
Conservatives and fascists, the then Chairman of 
the Party, Cecil Parkinson, dismissed the whole 
business as being no more than the “tip of an ice 
cube”. Since then the ice has certainly not 
melted, and we seem set for a long, freezing 
winter. 


Cart inc NAC IS 
SU NGIISIIVA roan AN A 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





ESTATE OF SIEGE 


On 6 October 1985, Mrs Cynthia 
Jarrett died after a police raid on her 
Tottenham home. The events that 
followed Mrs Jarrett’s death — the 
sealing off of Broadwater Farm and the 
violent confrontation between police 
and black youth that this precipitated 
— are well known. 

But what few people realise is that, since 
the Tottenham uprising, a massive 
military-style police operation — involving 
armed raids on people’s homes, mass 
arrests, telephone tapping, racist and sexist 
abuse, daily intimidation (both 
psychological and physical) — has been 
carried out on Broadwater Farm. 

As we go to press, there are still some 
150 police officers regularly patrolling the 
estate, and nobody knows if and when they 
will finally go. 

The police justify their occupation of the 
Farm by arguing that they are still 
investigating the murder of PC Blakelock 
and other crimes carried out before and 
after the uprising. But as CARF reporters 
found when they visited Broadwater Farm, 
there are few residents — black or white — 
who are willing to believe that. They point 
out that, even according to recent police 
figures, criminal activity on the estate was 
reduced by 50 per cent between June ’83 
and October ’85 when there was a 
significantly reduced police presence on 
the estate 


Parallels with Northern Ireland 


A visit to the Broadwater Farm estate is an 
unnerving experience. Police officers lurk 
on the gangways and __ balconies, 
particularly on the Tangmere block, where 
the Broadwater Farm Youth Association is 
based. Police officers are frequently seen 
standing outside the neighbourhood office. 
According to a community worker at the 
office, one of his black colleagues was 
“assaulted by 15 police officers” last 
December while walking across the estate. 
. The facilities of the Youth Association 
(which is run primarily by Afro-Caribbean 
youth who literally built the club up from 
scratch) are used by both young and old, 
men and women, black and white. In fact, 
the police are well aware that they are the 
only group not welcome, and it is this 
which has led them to single out the club 
for verbal attack, describing it invariably as 
a den of iniquity, a safe-house for 
criminals. 

Residents on the estate that CARF 
spoke to were quick to draw parallels 
between Broadwater and Belfast: the 
massive police presence on the estate has 
assumed the character and role of an army 
of occupation, they say. A spokeswoman 
for the Broadwater Farm Defence 
Campaign, which was set up to “protect 
the community from racist policing”, said 
that Broadwater Farm was now effectively 


under siege. Black residents, she 
explained, are living in a state of fear and 
paranoia, terrified that they will be 
arrested and taken away. “As far as the 
police are concerned”, she added, 
“everyone on the estate and in _ its 
immediate vicinity is guilty of murder”. 


An army of occupation 

And.if the police consider everyone on the 
estate guilty of murder, they certainly 
consider themselves justified in breaking 
every law in the book to apprehend them. 
A report by Haringey Council Police Sub- 
Committee, published last December, 
entitled ‘Policing on Broadwater Farm and 
vicinity since 6 October 1985’, states that 
“between 200 and 400 police have been 
occupying Broadwater Farm since the 
Tottenham uprising”. Officers from the 
armed D11 squad have been deployed in 
raids on several flats (to date 128 homes 
have been raided), and in one raid, six 
guns were used to remove a mother, father 
and sister from their home. 

The report states that of 15 doors 
sledgehammered down by police, three 
were damaged when police went to the 
wrong house. Apparently, raids have taken 
up to three hours, in which time numerous 
household and personal items have been 
removed, and some people have even been 
left with absolutely nothing to eat. One 
woman who had her flat searched was, say 
the Council, so distressed that “she has 
since thrown the remnants of her 
possessions away” and “destroyed them 
herself”. 

CARF spoke to Millard Scott, a 
prominent figure in the Afro-Caribbean 
community on Broadwater Farm. Shortly 
after the Tottenham uprising, the Scott 
family were telephoned by the police, told 
to evacuate their flat, and warned that 
armed officers were going to storm their 
home in thirty seconds. “They arrested me 
and my two brothers at gunpoint”, Millard 
explained. His story is shocking, but far 
from unusual. 


Mass arrests and treatment 

of juveniles 

A cause of considerable anxiety on 
Broadwater Farm has been the arrest, 
interrogation and detention of numerous 
residents, particularly juveniles. Many 
people held in police custody are deprived 
of sleep; clothes are routinely removed by 
the police for forensic tests; and strip 
searches have been attempted, say 
Haringey Council in their report. Solicitors 
have expressed concern too over the denial 
of access to prisoners and a number of 
families have been distressed by the failure 
of the police to inform them of the specific 
location of the detainee. The confiscation 
of all items of clothing has meant, in some 
cases, that people have been forced to 
suffer the degradation of appearing in 


court in paper clothes. 

According to the National Council for 
Civil Liberties who have been investigating 
the treatment of juveniles, “one thirteen 
year old was held for 50 hours before being 
allowed access to a solicitor”. Another 14 
year old juvenile was held in a sweatbox 
van (a small cubicle in a police van) for 12 
hours, and a 13 year old youth bore the 
marks of an assault when he appeared in 
court and was seen by his solicitor. 


Telephone tapping and 
surveillance 


Shortly after the ‘riot’ the police, it is 
alleged, acted to prevent DHSS cheques 
and other personal mail from getting in to 
the estate. Needless to say the police deny 
this vehemently, as they do claims that 
they have used their occupation of the 
Farm to improve’ on _ surveillance 
techniques. It is widely believed that the 
police are tapping telephones (people 
making calls have dialled a number only to 
find a police voice at the other end), 
installing video equipment in police 
vehicles and spying on a number of people. 
The police even had the audacity to 
approach Haringey Council and request 
them to help redesign the estate, including 
tearing down the walkways, so as to make 
policing easier. 


The defence of the Farm 


Over the past few months, police officers 
involved in the Tottenham ‘riot’ have 
documented their hatred of the ‘rioters’ of 
Broadwater Farm (which they describe as a 
‘sink estate’). They have openly expressed 
their contempt for senior officers who did 
not put into operation a contingency plan 
on the night of 6 October and scorned 
those who believe in community policing. 
They have put on record that they will not 


forget — perhaps never forgive — the 
‘murderers’ of PC Blakelock. 
Given these open expressions of 


revenge, the scale of the physical and 
psychological harassment by police on 
Broadwater Farm is hardly surprising. But 
the residents of the Farm are determined 
not to surrender; they are backing the 
attempts of Haringey Council to bring legal 
action against the police if they don’t get 
off the Farm. The Youth Association has 
re-established its Defence Campaign, 
originally set up in 1982 following a police 
raid on the Youth Association, to defend 
those arrested since the uprising, 
particularly Winston Silcott, a popular 
resident who is one of those charged with 
the murder of PC Blakelock. According to 
a Joint Statement by six community groups 
on Broadwater Farm: “The police tactics 
are provocative, unnecessary and 
tantamount to a massive denial of our 
human rights. They create an atmosphere 
of fear, a state of siege on the estate”. 
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TV: Voices from the ghetto 


While the tabloid press continues to 
spread its own brand of hate and to 
build up its picture of black demons 
stalking the land, quite a different 
version of reality has emerged from 
some recent television treatment of 
Broadwater Farm and the _ issues 
behind the ‘riots’. 


Four days after Tottenham, when the 
tabloids were still hunting outside 


agitators, and the Tory Party Conference 
was in the full swing of Bernie Grant- 
baiting, TV Eye in its programme ‘Police 
under Fire’ was discovering that there may 
be another side to the story. 
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The programme started out predictably 
enough, with the police putting the case for 
tougher measures and plastic bullets. But 
then it offered Bernie Grant and some of 
the youths on the Farm the chance to talk 
about police violence against black people 
and the situation on the estate since the 
‘riot?’ — in one example riot-clad police 
entered a house to question a 14-year-old 
boy, by smashing down the front and back 
door. The Youth Association was 
presented in a sympathetic light, with its 
training facilities and community projects 
mentioned, and then the camera 
accompanied a young (black) woman as 
she took meals around to (white) 





pensioners — a service which was resumed 
immediately after the ‘riot’. Finally Youth 
Association organiser Dolly Kiffin was 
interviewed, and brought together in angry 
debate with Supt. Dick Stacey, the 
Community Liaison Officer. 

A month and a half later, Channel 4’s 
Diverse Reports returned to Broadwater 
Farm to find out the views of Tottenham’s 
black youth on the day of the opening of 
the Jarrett inquest. The _ resulting 
programme, ‘Fighting for the Farm’, 
(27.11.85), portrayed the police as an 
occupying army, breaking down doors at a 
rate of two a week since 6 October — with 
residents talking of constant racist abuse 
and taunts from the police when they 
moved around the estate, and of being 
unable to sit down and relax in their own 
homes “cause police could just kick down 
the door”. The camera surveyed the 
damage done to one flat by invading police 
who didn’t take anything away or make an 
arrest: the occupant was quoted as saying 
he would have opened the door if they had 
asked. Those arrested — many at gunpoint 
— were reportedly being held 
incommunicado for several days, with even 
children being refused access to their 
families. 

As for the Sun’s den of iniquity and race 
hate, the Youth Association — both black 
and white people were quoted as saying it 
had always “voiced very clearly its 
commitment to working for the whole 
community”; since its opening, crime on 
the estate had been cut in half. The 
programme closed with black youth telling 
what it was like to live in a racist society — 
“when it comes to everyday things people 
do, we’re excluded”; “if I walk by a 
policeman and he doesn’t nick me, to me it 
seems abnormal”; “if you’re cut off from 
society maybe you don’t mind seeing that 
society crumble”. 

This dimension of black experience, and 
the wider explanation for ‘riot’ had, two 
days earlier, been the subject of a 
Panorama programme, ‘Voices from the 
ghetto’. In Liverpool 8, where 90 per cent 
of black youths are unemployed, residents 
gave vivid testimony about the racism and 
police brutality they had endured. The 
programme opened with a poem by a local 
black youth: 


You wonder why we uprise 
Politically unstabilised 
Economically destabilised 
People dehumanised 

Youth criminalised 

Mentally vandalised 

Housing ghettoised 

Politically unrecognised 

And you wonder why we uprise 


It closed with a warning — “Youngsters 
who riot have nothing to lose, not even a 
future”. 

Two different programmes giving the 
black perspective in the space of a single 
week must be a record for British 
television: and fuel for Tory suspicions that 
— unlike most of the press — television is 
not to be trusted. 


A major civil service trade union 
blocked the publication of a leaflet 
opposing racism in the social 
security system because it alleged 
that ‘some’ DHSS staff were racist. 
The Society of Civil and Public 
Servants, which represents many 
DHSS workers, claimed that such a 
statement would be ‘counter- 
productive’. 

The leaflet — on the implications for 
black claimants of the recent social 
security reviews — _ had _ been 
commissioned by Action for Benefits, 
an umbrella group of DHSS unions and 
campaigning groups such as Child 
Poverty Action Group and the Low Pay 
Unit. It was written by an ad hoc group 
set up to ensure that there was an anti- 





Trade union blocks anti-racist leaflet 
















racist dimension to discussions about 
the proposed changes to the social 
security system. 

Opposition to the leaflet, from the 
Society of Civil and Public Servants’ 
representative and the union’s DHSS 
Group Secretary, was on the grounds 
that a discussion about racism amongst 
DHSS staff would be counterproductive 
and that union members would be 
highly critical of their union putting its 
name to a leaflet which blamed them, 
rather than the government. 

Copies of the leaflet, Black claimants 
— target for cuts, are available from 
Committee for Non Racist Benefits, c/o 


Maryrose Tarpey, Community 
Information Project, Bethnal Green 
Library, Cambridge Heath Road, 


London E2 (01-981 6114). 





Benefits presence test dropped 


The government has dropped the idea 
of introducing a ‘presence test’ for 


people claiming supplementary 
benefits following complaints that such 
a test would be racist. 

The idea of a presence test, that is a 
period of residence in Britain before 
someone could claim benefit, was first put 
forward in the government review of the 
social security system published last June. 
This claimed that the present conditions 
allowed “too ready access” to payments by 
those who “have no recent links with this 
country”, although no evidence was put 
forward to support this claim. 

In its White Paper on social security 


Between the lines 


The following letter about a_ racist 
cartoon in the Sheffield Morning 
Telegraph elicited a leader from the 
paper attacking the ‘fulminations’ of the 
letter writer: 


LETTER 

“| would like to draw your attention to 
the enclosed cartoon, published in the 
Morning Telegraph's property section on 
Saturday, 14 December. It is, | am sure 
you will agree, a brutal and repugnant 
image with an ignorant and _ racist 
message ... The implications behind the 
cartoon are unhistorical, false and 
profoundly unfunny. David Livingstone 
was certainly not cannibalised and was 
treated with long-suffering patience and 
humanity by the African people whose 
equilibrium he invaded. Cannibalism in 
truth was a habit much more favoured by 
European peoples, and a long time pre- 
dating Dr Livingstone’s arrival in Africa. 
The French historian Radulph of Caen 
chronicles how, in 1098 during the 
Crusades, the European _ crusaders 
(including some natives of these islands) 
cannibalised the inhabitants of the 
Syrian city of Ma’ara... 

For years the British people and their 
children of many generations have been 
treated to a caricature of Africa and its 
people. Could you not, while rejecting 


published in December, the government 
admitted that a great deal of concern had 
been expressed about a new presence test 
and that it recognised that there could be 
“difficulties” with such a rule. It did not 
therefore propose to proceed with the 
change, but would examine further ways of 
‘improving and speeding up the procedures 
already available to check abuse’. 

For further information on how the 
government proposals will affect black 
people contact Committee for Non Racist 
Benefits, c/o Maryrose Tarpey, Community 
Information Project, Bethnal Green 
Library, Cambridge Heath Road, London 
E2 (01 981 6114). 
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‘Jarrett verdict 


T e jes at the inquest into the death of ; 
| Mrs" Cynthia Jarrett have returned a 
verdict of ‘accidental death’. The Jarrett _ 
family say that the yerdict vindicates 
their belief that this was a “careless and 
callous” raid and point out that during — 
the inquest police officers admitted lying — 
and breaching their code of conduct. It 
seems that the search of the Jarrett 
home was probably carried out before a 
search warrant was obtained and police 
openly admitted that they lied to the 
Jarrett family about how they gained 
_access to their home. 

But the most disturbing thing to 
emerge was the whole way in which the 
inquest was used by police literally to 
put the Jarrett family on trial. The 
police’s counsel presented to the inquest 
a confidential statement made by Ms 
Patricia Jarrett earlier to the Police 
Complaints Authority and juxtaposed it 
to a radio interview given by Patricia 
just hours after her mother’s death and 
during which she was sedated. The 
evidence in the two interviews differed 
on minor points, yet it was used by 
police to brand Ms Jarrett a liar who 
was hostile to police and determined to 
damage their reputation. 

The Police Complaints Authority say 
that they are seriously concerned about 
the disclosure of this information, but 
the family’s solicitor is not impressed. 
He says that the ‘authority's 
protestations that they are independent 
of police’ will now be seen as 
“dangerous and hypocritical”. 











“Doctor ieidasinuias I presume?” 


the publication of such insults to all your 
readers, perhaps publish some articles 
giving a true interpretation of African 
history . . 

We would certainly welcome the 
assistance of your newspaper in helping 
to effectively implement the education 
authority's anti-racist policy, by 
campaigning against the racist myths 
and caricatures that are still at the centre 
of our society and are too often 
reinforced by the cruel images 
exemplified in Saturday's cartoon. 

Chris Searle 

Adviser for Multicultural Education 
Sheffield” 

LEADER 

“A POMPOUS VIEW FROM MR SEARLE 
Give a person the title Adviser for 
Multicultural Education and he is bound 
to end up uttering pompous and 
humorous nonsense . . . Mr Searle sees a 
cartoon which features cannibalism as an 


attack on the black citizens of Sheffield. 
He is even prepared to attack the 
ostensible victim of the cartoon situation 
for invading ‘the equilibrium’ of the 
patient and humane people of Africa. Not — 
only that, we are chastised, but 
cannibalism is really a European habit 
(Mr Tebbit wants to eat Mr Kinnock), and 
it is very naughty of the cartoonist to 
reverse ‘the truth’. Like so many people 
today, Mr Searle suffers from ismism, 
and sees everything in stereotypes based 
upon his ‘isms’. Give him his way and the 
fekeXelmer-Tacolelui Mud Mare hom Com it-L¢-melemelal hy 
with the stereotypes sanctified by 
multicultural advisers and their ilk. We 
would go further, except that it is difficult 
to believe that the letter under 
discussion is not a hoax deliberately 
intended to make us rise to the bait and 
turn the joke against ourselves. But the 
hoax is not as funny as the cartoon.” 


Morning Telegraph 17 December 1985. 





can XO AING 
RACISM & FASCISA 


area round-up 
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of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIST ATTACKS 


‘Killers’ on police bail 





In November last year, 18-year-old Kalbinder 
Hayre died in hospital after being knocked down 
by a white Ford transit van as she stood by the 
entrance of her college with two of her friends. 
Kalbinder was crushed between the van and a 
wall behind her as the van drove deliberately 
towards the college entrance. Five white youths 
fled from the van and were later arrested and 
questioned by the police. But they were released 
on bail because the police said there was not 
sufficient evidence to charge them with any 
offence. Over 60 members of the Asian 
community in Gravesend attended Kalbinder’s 
inquest and are angry that so far no one has been 
charged with her murder. The Asian Times has 
been told that the papers sent by the police to the 
DPP are understood to call for the driver to be 
charged with manslaughter. An_ Action 
Committee has been set up and further meetings 
are to be held (Asian Times 13.12-19.12.85). 










Skinheads attack Arabs 


Two Arab businessmen were left unconscious in 
the street following an attack by a group of 
skinheads returning from a pub in_ north 
London, The two men were part of a group of 
five who were looking for an Arab restaurant. 
Several witnesses who had been on a train with 
the skinheads told the court of a lot of noise and 
swearing from the group. (Southall Gazette 
20.12.85). 


Asian mayor attacked 


In the wake of the decision to pay off headteacher 
Ray Honeyford, the home of Bradford’s Asian 
lord mayor has been attacked. Windows were 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
PUBLIC ORDER BILL 


Extra. copies of CARF’s Public Order 
Campaign Broadsheet (4pp, A4) are available 
for 5p each, plus postage. Please send cash with 
order (cheques made payable to CARF). 





Please send me copies of the CARF 
Public Order Campaign Broadsheet. | enclose 
£ 











CL] Our organisation would like a speaker on the 
Public Order Bill. Please contact 


Tel: 





Name 





Address 








Send to CARF, c/o Searchlight, 37b New 
Cavendish St., London W1M 8JR. 
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smashed as stones were hurled at the house. 
Luckily Mohammed Ajeeb and his family were 
unhurt (Daily Mail 17.12.85). 


POLICE 


Damages against police 


A High Court jury has ordered the Metropolitan 
Police to pay damages and compensation to a 
Rastafarian and his girlfriend for unlawful 
imprisonment and _ malicious — prosecution, 
Patrick Wilson suffers from sickle cell anaemia 
and is confined to a wheelchair. After driving his 
girlfriend to work he was stopped by the police 
who, he claimed, abused him and made offensive 
racial remarks. He drove back to Ms Farbridge’s 
workplace so that he would have some witnesses. 
She told the police that Mr Wilson was 
handicapped and could not walk but they were 
both arrested and taken to Tower Bridge police 
station where they were strip searched. Later Mr 
Wilson was acquitted of careless driving and 
assaulting a police officer and Ms Farbridge of 
obstructing a police officer. Mr Wilson was 
awarded £1,350 damages and £400 compensation 
(Guardian 7.12.85). 


Racist police sacked 


A number of police officers on Merseyside have 
been sacked, demoted or severely fined for racial 
abuse or abusive conduct, according to the Chief 
Constable, Kenneth Oxford. The disclosures 
came during a meeting of Merseyside’s police 
committee which was debating a report of the 
police handling of the disturbances in Toxteth in 
October. The report by Merseyside’s County 
Council solicitor and secretary claims that the 
police called residents “‘nigger”’, ‘‘coon’’, ‘“‘whore”’ 
and “slag”, and that between 30 and 40 officers 
banged shields and shouted: “Come on you black 
bastards’. Mr Oxford said the claims in the 
report were not supported by firm evidence, but 
if evidence was received he would do his utmost 
to ensure that officers responsible faced criminal 
courts or disciplinary hearings (Newcastle 
Journal 27.11.85). 


ARSON 





Couple die in arson attack 


Police are following three separate leads in the 
hunt for the killers of Haim and Tamar 
Ashkenazi from Israel, who were visiting 
relatives in London. A youth was seen running 
down the road shortly before petrol or some 
other liquid ignited at the foot of their stairs 


(Hampstead & Highgate Express 6.12.85). 


Three escape shop blaze 


Three Asians had a lucky escape when a bottle 
containing petrol and a lighted rag was hurled 
into the doorway of an Asian shop on the Isle of 
Dogs in east London. The owner, Mohammed 
Sabir, said he saw a boy aged about 16 or 18 
running into the nearby estate but he could not 
catch him. Local police say they are treating the 
incident seriously but there was no evidence of a 
racial motive (East London Advertiser 6.12.85). 


HOUSING 


Black victims of estate’s thugs 


The secretary of the Ferdinand Estate’s tenants’ 
association accused Camden council’s legal 
department of time wasting in dealing with the 
complaints of the estate’s black tenants. The 












estate, in Chalk Farm, has a minority of anti- 
social tenants according to Mr Eyre, who assault 
and insult black residents. The tenants’ 
association has decided to take some action of its 
own and has recently installed a telephone tree 
system of communication between black families 
on the estate, in an attempt to overcome their 
problems of fear and isolation (Camden 
Chronicle 6.12.85). 


Council to evict racist tenants 


Waltham Forest Council are prepared to evict 
tenants who racially harass their neighbours. A 
Tory councillor welcomed this move and said 
that it would demonstrate very clearly the 
council’s determination to deal firmly with acts 
of racial harassment. One warning note was 
made by the borough’s Housing Chairman who 
said that it would often be difficult to prove an 
act of harassment and that everyone involved in 
implementing the scheme would have to guard 
against the danger of making scapegoats 
(Waltham Forest Guardian 6.12.85). 


EMPLOYMENT 


DoE to monitor racial origins of claimants 


A pilot scheme is to be introduced in early 1986 to 
monitor the ethnic origins of claimants at selected 
DoE offices in Liverpool, London and Stockton. 
Claimants will be divided into three groups: 
Afro-Caribbean, Asian and others, including 
white. The department stresses that the scheme is 
voluntary but some members of the CPSA, which 
represents benefit office staff, remain unhappy 
about the scheme (Guardian 19.12.85).* 


*CARF readers interested in joining the campaign against racist 
checks in London should contact: Croydon Unemployed Workers 
Centre, 49¢ South End, Croydon, 


CRE concern over discriminatory employment 
practices 


In a briefing to the Commons Select Committee 
on Employment the CRE submitted that its code 
of practice is widely misunderstood by 
employers. Many employers failed to recognise 
the potential for discrimination in_ selective 
recruitment practices. However, some local 
authorities, trade unions and companies were 
praised for their attempts to implement fairer 
recruitment policies (Financial Times 12.12.85). 


EDUCATION 


£18,000 drive against racism 


The Inner London Education Authority (ILEA) 
is to spend £18,000 to combat racism in schools in 
London’s East End. Teachers are to be taught to 
speak Asian languages, Sylheti and Bengali 
speakers are to be appointed to improve 
communication with parents and a pilot project 
of school liaison counsellors to forge links with 
the home and community is to be set up (The 
Standard 18.12.85). 


£160,000 pay-off for Honeyford 


Ray Honeyford has accepted a ‘golden 
handshake’ of more than £160,000 from 
Bradford City Council. “I have retired’, said Mr 
Honeyford, “and it is unlikely that I shall ever 
work permanently again” (Daily Telegraph 
16.12.85). 







